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f ul Liberal, and more of a gossiping courtier than a states-
man, while Frau von Usedom, through her eccentricity,
would embarrass us and create undesirable impressions in
Frankfort.

To this the Regent answered: ' That is as much as to
say that the high qualification of Usedom can be utilised
nowhere else because his wife would cause difficulties in
every Court/ This, however, happened not only in Courts,
but even in much-enduring Frankfort, and the unpleas-
antness which she caused to private persons by overrat-
ing her ambassadorial privilege even degenerated into
public scandals. But Frau von Usedom was an English-
woman by birth, and therefore, owing to the inferiority
of German self-esteem, experienced at Court a forbear-
ance which no German lady would have been able to
enjoy.

My reply to the Regent was pretty much as follows:
' Then in that case it is a defect that I too have not mar-
ried a tactless lady, for otherwise I should have the same
claim to the post where I feel myself at home as Count
Usedom has.'

To which the Regent answered: ' I do not understand
how you can take the matter up so bitterly; St. Peters-
burg has surely always ranked as the highest post of Prus-
sian diplomacy, and you should accept it as a proof of high
confidence that I am sending you'there.'

To which I replied: ' Directly your Royal Highness
gives me this testimony I must naturally say no more;
nevertheless with the freedom of speech which your Royal
Highness has always allowed me I cannot help expressing
my anxiety respecting the situation at home and its influ-

ence on the German question.    Usedom is a Irouitton and
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